
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at jhttp : //books . qooqle . com/ 



PERSUASIVES 
TO REPENTANCE. 



EEV. JOHN GUMMING, D.D., F.B.S.E., 



mmsniB of thb Scottish vational chuscb, obowx coubt. 



Hontion: 
JAMES PAUL, 1, CHAPTER HOUSE COURT. 

PATERNOSTER ROW. 
1855. 



/*/. aL./tr 



PERSUASIVES TO REPENTANCE. 



' Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways ; for why will ye die, O house of Israel T"— 
Ezek. xixiii. 11. 



When Adam sinned, he turned his hack that 
moment upon G-od, and removed progressively to a 
distance from Him ; and it was not until God had 
preached unto him the Gospel, and " drawn him by 
the cords of love, and the bands of a man," that Adam 
returned unto ^God. Now the whole of Adam's 
posterity have been impelled bv this centrifugal 
power — this rushing from God, the centre and tho 
source of all that is beautiful and happy and holy ; 
and it is too true, that until God shall say by his 
own Spirit, " Beturn," man will never return unto 
God and enjoy the sweets of restored communion 
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with heaven. Therefore to "turn" unto God is 
just as necessary to salvation, as it would be neces- 
sary in order to get to Edinburgh to turn the face 
to it, or to turn the face to London in order to get 
to it. " Turn .ye," is merely-—" Turn your face 
from hell, towards which you have hitherto been 
wending, and turn your face towards Zion, from 
which you have hitherto been departing;" that is 
to say, break away in my strength, from the 
mighty forces that urge on your dread retrogres- 
sion, and seek to be impressed with those attractive 
influences that draw you to God. 

What, indeed, is hell itself? It is just man's 
receding, throughout the epochs of eternity, further 
and further from God ; and the further he removes 
from the Holy One, the darker the doom and the 
deeper the despair into which he plunges. And 
heaven is just a continual progression towards 
Him ; and the nearer a saint approaches, as he ever 
will, to Him, throughout an endless eternity, the 
.deeper are the joys that flood the recesses of the 
hearts of the ransomed by Christ's blood. 

The language is decisive — " Turn ye, for why will 
ye die?" God's advice to sinners is— Turn, or you 
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must die. You will probably say, this is a severe 
alternative. I answer, If it be truth, it matters not 
whether it be severe or otherwise ; we ought not 



.£ to spend our time in questions about its severity, 

9 but to ascertain if it be true that God has said it, 

and if we find it so, then to receive it as an absolute 
fact. But let me remark, this announcement is not 
severe. If God had given you no warning cry — 
if He had sounded no alarm in the ears of a 
slumbering and a careless world, then when the 
re fearful sentence came to be pronounced — " Depart 

from me, ye cursed, I never knew you" — you might 
> s remonstrate — you might exclaim with justice that 

)T it was a severe sentence, for that you were not 

s aware of its reality and had no presentiment or 

3 prospect of its execution. But when God has re- 

j iterated in tones of love and in accents of alarm, in 

s the breathings of a Father and in the voice of a 

r Judge, with all the certainty of an oracle and with 

e infinitely more than the tenderness of an angel, 

that you must return to God or you must die — 
that " except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God" — that "he that believeth 
shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be 
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lost "—I do say, my fellow sinner, that at the 
judgment bar of God, you cannot plead the pretext 
that ministers did not warn you, that the Scriptures 
did not exhort you, that your ears never heard and 
your consciences never responded to the cry, "Turn 
ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel ?" 

If you glance for one moment at the plans that 
God has adopted to impress this truth upon your 
minds, you will be satisfied that if you perish it 
has not been without the most solemn warnings of 
heaven. If you refer to the sacred oracles, you 
find that "light to the feet," that "lamp to the 
path," that brighter than " pillar of fire," to guide 
you through the night, that more glorious than 
"pillar of cloud," to guide you by day, that Book, 
" sweeter to the taste " of thousands " than honey 
and the honeycomb," and more precious than "much 
fine gold" — warning every one that re*ads it, in 
"line upon line, and precept upon precept." You 
may hear the ministers of the Gospel proclaim from 
every pulpit, declare in every family, record in every 
discourse the warnings, and the accents wherewith 
. they are commissioned by their Master to arouse 
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you. Providence, with all its vicissitudes — its 
goodness leading you to repentance, its trials teach- 
ing you to think, its difficulties awakening you to 
reflection and consideration — proclaims the very 
same thing. 

The events of every day, the bereavements of 
every family, the* coffin with its gloom, the grave 
with its solemnity, the pale face of the dead, the 
foreboding prospects of the living, and the fears of 
the dying — all cry in more than mortal accents, 
" Turn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die, O house of 
Israel ? " So that we find the Bible from its pages, 
the minister from the pulpit, the Sabbath and the 
' sanctuary, sacraments with their solemnities, the 
Holy Spirit in your hearts, Christ upon the cross 
and God upon the throne, amid the agonies of the 
one and amid the triumphs of the other, proclaim 
in intense and piercing truth, " Turn ye, turn ye, 
for why will ye die ? " 

And surely, my dear friends, if you feel the aw- 
ful realities unfolded by the cross, if you felt that 
the great God has opened the heavens and died 
upon the accursed tree to reclaim lost rebels 
and to justify guilty sinners, you ought, and you 
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would, if not preoccupied by Satan and sin, 
to yield before its living mercies — its lasting 
love. 

Again, if you are lost amid the sounds of " mercy 
and truth met together, righteousness and peace 
kissing each other/' I am sure you will then 
admit that the sentence, "Depart ye cursed," 
is just — infinitely, eternally just. The very 
language of the text, you observe, is, "Why 
will ye die ? " God sends none to hell ; impe- 
nitent sinners drive themselves thither, by the 
very necessity of their state. Moral character 
determines all. Heaven is the great centre and 
the happy land of infinite and untainted holiness ; 
whereas hell is the great receptacle of unmitigated 
and unsubdued depravity and wickedness. Heaven 
has a magnetic power, in virtue of which it 
draws within its happy circumference all that 
are pure and just and holy and of good re- 
port; and hell has also a magnetic or attractive 
power, in virtue of which it draws to itself all that 
are impure, unjust, unholy, and unclean. 

Holy men enter the regions of holiness, and un- 
holy men the world of misery. If you prefer to be 
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ranked in the number of the latter, then you must 
prepare to enter into their meeting-place also ; but 
if you prefer to be classified with the holy and rejoic- 
ing ranks of the former, then prepare for the inheri- 
tance reserved in heaven for all such as have " wash- 
ed their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb." 

There is a necessary connection between the 
state of man's nature and his everlasting state. In 
this world, we find every creature fitted and adapted 
for the sphere in which it is to move — the fishes 
for the ocean's depths, the cattle to browse upon 
the hills and in the vallies, the bird to wing its 
flight in the airy heavens. As every creature is thus 
adapted, by its mechanism and by the laws of its 
nature, to the sphere in which it is to move ; even so 
every one that is admitted into heaven, must be fitted 
to breathe its holy air, to feed upon its living bread, 
to drink of its refreshing streams, and to join in 
its everlasting anthems of glory and praise to the 
Lamb for ever and for ever. 

There must be a harmony between the habitation 
and the inhabitant ; and if a man, whose heart has 
not been changed, whose nature has not been re- 
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newed, were in some mysterious way to obtain a. 
title that would give him the right to enter into 
heaven, that man would find the holiness of heaven 
to be the misery of hell, and the happiness of the 
ransomed to be entire and unmitigated wretched- . 
ness. Heaven is not merely a locality, it is a 
character. Place a man that has been washed in 
the blood and sanctified by the Spirit of the Lord 
'Jesus, in the very depths of hell, and that man 
would repel misery from him by the holy (and in 
such circumstances repulsive) character that be- 
longs to him ; or place an unrenewed man amid the. 
glories of heaven, and that man would repel all " 
happiness from him by the expulsive power of in- 
herent evil. And so it comes to pass, that unless 
there be produced in your heart a perfect harmony 
with the character of heaven, you will never be 
capacitated to enjoy its happiness. 

Astronomy has discovered that there are more 
worlds than this, and that the specific gravity and 
density of the atmosphere, and many of the charac- 
teristics of other worlds, are different from those of 
this world ; it is clear, therefore, that if an inhabi- 
tant of the earth were transferred to the Moon, or 
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Jupiter, or one of the fixed stars, he would instantly 
die, because he would want the air necessary for 
him to breathe, and the other elements for which he 
is fitted. Just so with heaven. The moral taste 
must be made meet for the moral economy, in which 
its inhabitant is td live throughout the ages of an 
eternal world. 

The language of the text, then, is quite true — 
" "Why will ye die ? " I therefore warn you, most 
earnestly and affectionately, and, at the same time, 
inform you on the authority of the living G-od, that 
if you perish, all the guilt and responsibility are 
yours. Jerusalem was lost, not because God had 
deserted it, but because it had deserted Q-od. 
Hence the language — " O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would riot ! " And, again, 
our Lord addressed the crowds that surrounded 
Him — " Te will not come unto Me, that ye might 
have life." I hold the sovereignty of God, I believe 
in the truth and preciousness of the doctrine of 
election; but whenever a man makes the one a 
pretext, or the other a plea for rejecting the Gospel 
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of the Son of God, lie perverts Holy Writ to his 
own destruction. We assert, with all the confi- 
dence of truth, that there is nothing between the 
greatest sinner in the universe and the bosom of 
that most glorious Saviour who " waits to be gra- 
cious," but that sinner's own sins ; jour own sins 
alone have separated between you and your God. 

You cannot expect that God will carry you to 
heaven against your will. It is .written — " Behold, 
I stand at the door and knock ; if any man hear 
My voice and open the door, I will come in to him 
and will sup with him." Christ might claim an 
entrance, and might insist upon his supremacy ; but 
instead of that, such is his respect to the will of 
the immortal tenant, that He will not intrude ; He 
will wait until you give Him welcome. One of our 
most eloquent senators made a beautiful remark, 
that is applicable truly to happy England — that the 
poor man's cottage is his castle ; that the winds of 
heaven may whistle through every crank, the rain 
may drop in through every crevice, the snows may 
chill or the sun may scorch it, but into that cottage 
the king or queen of England dare not enter against 
the cotter's will. It is so between Christ and you. 
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Until you are " made willing," He will not assert 
the sovereignty, to which He is justly entitled. 

I ask, however, as in the text, "Why will ye 
die?" You are within reach of merey,of pardon 
— so truly within reach of it that there is not one 
sinner to whom the word of salvation is sent, 
who need perish except he will. I do not believe 
there is any decree that damns a man as man to 
hell fire; I do not believe there is any force, 
extraneous to man's own heart and conscience, 
that is driving him to ruin for ever ; on the con- 
trary, I believe every lost sinner in hell feels that 
he was not slain, but that he slew himself— that he 
was not destroyed, but that he destroyed himself. 
But, on the other hand, I believe that there is not 
a saved soul in heaven that does not feel " Christ 
did it all, from first to last." You recollect that 
our Lord represents Himself as saying in the last 
day, " Come, ye blessed of my father, inherit " — 
what a man inherits he does not merit — " inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world ;" heaven being a prepared place for a 
prepared people. But when He addresses the lost, 
He says, " Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
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lasting fire, prepared " — not " for you," but " for the 
devil and his angels." 

The very first thought of the lost sinner in hell 
will be, " How came I here ? " and his own con- 
science will say, " God did not draw me, but I chose 
it myself; and, just as a stone falls off a height to 
the ground, so am I come to my own place." What 
a blessed thought, that not one sinner need perish! 
I believe it is the very simplicity of the Gospel 
that is the stumbling-block of thousands. If you 
tell men to do penance — if you tell them to put on 
an iron girdle with spikes, or if you tell them to 
climb some high hill, they will be more likely to do 
that than to attend to you if you tell them to ex- 
ercise faith in Christ. I could get many a man to 
walk to Edinburgh bare-foot to obtain pardon for 
sin, with infinitely greater ease than I could get 
him to seek pardon and repentance for it through 
Christ. Such is poor human nature! Give it 
something to do that it understands — but tell it 
that there is instant peace, instant pardon, instant 
happiness, instant heaven, for all that live, and this 
it cannot understand — like Naaman, it begins to 
say, " I thought he would bid me do some great 
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thing." It cannot understand the simple direction, 
"Wash and be clean ;" it is a stumbling-block — 
the idea is too good to be true, too simple to be 
accepted. The objection is raised, " If we are saved 
in this way, we may do as we like." I reply — 
Perfectly so ; but then the question is, what will 
you like ? If you are saved, your liking then will 
not be your liking now. " If any man be in Christ, 
he is a new creature ;" he, has a new heart, new 
likings, new love ; " old things are passed away, and 
all things are become new." Toil will like to do 
God's holy and perfect law of love and liberty, and 
the Gospel will not only make you more happy, but 
more holy. There is, therefore, no reason why you 
should die. 

Need I tell you, that in the sacred oracles, the 
promise of mercy is made on the part of God to 
any and to every returning sinner ? In one part 
He cries, " Beturn unto me, and I will return unto 
you;" in another, "Beturn, thou backsliding 
Israel, and I will not cause mine anger to -fall upon 
you ;" and again, " Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him 
return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon 
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him ; and to our God, for He will abundantly par-' 
don." And therefore, your condemnation will be 
hinged, not upon the feet that you have com- 
mitted great sins, but upon the fact that you have 
not returned to God for the forgiveness of your 
sins. 

I ask again, "Why will ye die?" The greatest sin- 
ners have beenforgiven. Needltell you that themur- 
der and adultery of David Were cancelled and blot- 
ted out in the blood of the Lamb P Did David, there- 
fore, plunge into sin ? Not at all; the sweetness of 
forgiveness sanctified his heart, and constrained him 
to become the most devoted servant of his God. 
Need I tell you, that Paul the persecutor, Paul the 
murderer, Paul the blasphemer, was completely and 
finally forgiven ? Need I tell of the prodigal, who 
had " wasted his substance in riotous living," and 
who began to return, not because he loved his 
father's home, but because he was sick of "the 
husks that the swine did eat ?" Did the father 
even wait till the son acknowledged his sin and 
asked forgiveness P Not at all. It is supposed, 
that the father was standing upon an elevation, 
looking out if he could catch any glimpse of his re- 
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turning boy ; and the father saw him first, and the 
moment he saw him, he ran to meet him, and fell 
on his neck and kissed him, and led him home. 
The greatest sinners hare been forgiven; not as 
precedents for crime, but as incentives . to seek 
mercy and forgiveness. 

Then, I ask, why should not you be forgiven ? 
Have you sinned worse than David ? Are you 
more guilty than Paul? Have you been more 
polluted than the Magdalene ? Have you been 
more wicked than the prodigal P Such is the grace 
of God, that it descends to the very lintels and 
door-posts of hell, brings its victims thence, and 
wafts them to the gates of glory as trophies and 
monuments of the power of the Gospel. The 
hardest thought you can entertain of God, is that 
He is a Pharaoh, a hard task-master. If I had such 
a God to preach to sinners, I should shut the Bible 
and be silent for ever concerning Him; but I am com- 
missioned to proclaim to the vilest, that " God so 
loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." What a Gospel is that, my 
friends ! What guilt to reject it ! Oh, what a pri- 
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Well, then, the next syllable in his name is the 
Lord God — Elohvm, the Almighty God — He can 
break the very rock in pieces ; and if your heart 
be of stone He can turn it into flesh. But perhaps 
you add, " But I am a great sinner, and how can I, 
a sinful creature, draw near to a holy God ?" The 
next syllable of his name is merciful. Mercy is 
love in contact with sin. It is an attribute of God 
that could not be existent unless there were sin in 
the world. It is love reaching us through Jesus, in 
forgiving our sins. The Mercy-seat is, properly, 
the Atonement-seat — atonement for sin by mercy. 
But you say, " I have nothing to give Him for it, 
and if He be merciful, if He be almighty, if He be 
the Creator of something out of nothing, what can 
I give Him for for it ?" The answer is " His gifts 
are unpurchaseable — He is gracious" The mean- 
ing of grace is, that whatever God does, he does in 
sovereignty. 

The prayer of "WicklifFe, the morning-star of the 
[Reformation, is a very beautiful one — " Lord, save 
me, gratis" or, as it is in New Testament language, 
" Save me by grace." Now, when God is gracious, 
it is something that He bestows upon us, when He 
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owes to us nothing. He will save you, as He saved 
John Wickcliffe — gratis. God's blessings are 
given freely by grace, to those who ask Him. But 
you say, " I have sinned so long that my hairs are 
grown grey in the service of 8atan, and the world, 
and sin, and I fear by this time God has cast me 
off." Yet you have another syllable of his name 
added, he is long-suffering. You say, " I have been 
living, not only without God, but in opposition to 
God — grieving God, and breaking his holy law." 
He is still long-suffering. Yet God bears with you. 
"What a wonder that it is so. " He hath not dealt 
with us after our sins, nor rewarded us according 
to our iniquities." But you say, " I fear that I 
have drawn upon his goodness so often and so much, 
and sinned and drawn upon it again and again, that 
for me, I fear, it is all exhausted." Do not be afraid 
of that, He is " abundant in goodness and truth" 
Where sin hath abounded, grace hath much more 
abounded. His goodness, like a fountain, wells 
forth its refreshing waters inexhaustible. Though 
for nearly six thousand years multitudes have drunk 
at this fountain, it is not dried up. He " keeps 
mercy for thousands " — not for one generation, but 
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for thousands of generations. He knows that they 
will sin, and He has laid up a store of mercy in 
heaven, to be drawn upon by them that sin against 
Him. But you add " I have been guilty of all sorts 
of sins." " Iniquity," that is one sort — " trans- 
gression," that is another sort — and " sin," that is 
a third sort. This is the climax — " forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin" Sins of youth 
— sins of old age — sins of thought, and sins of word, 
and sins of deed. 

He that can realize this name in his heart in a 
dying hour will never be lost. It is the secret of 
pardon — the source of peace — the well-spring of 
eternal joy. But if you should add still, " Is it 
possible that such a G-od can be P and if this be so 
clear, then will not men sin, and presume upon his 
goodness ?" No, " He will not clear the guilty." 
The sin must be put away — the love of it — the con- 
demnation of it — the pollution of it — the sin must 
be put away or you will suffer for it. No man need 
sink into that most un-Christian state — despair — 
who hears these sweet sounds, and on whose heart 
there is impressed the name of the Lord. It is, if 
there be any difference, more wicked to despair than 
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it is to presume ; neither is right, but despair is 
infinitely the worst. 

I ask, then, if this be the character that beams 
from the countenance of G-od, " Why will ye die, O 
house of Israel?" Trust in this name. It is re- 
vealed, not for our admiration, not to satisfy 
curiosity, but for our apprehension' by faith, and 
our trust in and through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Make it your rock, your refuge, and your hope. 

Let me, then, conjure you, my dear friends, to re- 
ceive and embrace the Gospel, by a few considera- 
tions, with which I will close : — 

First, the infinite value of the soul Eemember, 
that the sun shall lose its glory, and every star its 
brightness — the ocean shall roll its last billow, and 
the wind shall breathe its last gasp — the earth shall 
become weary in its diurnal march — all creation 
shall be dissolved — but your soul will survive the 
universal catastrophe. It is destined to look forth 
either on a morning that shall never know a night, 
or a night that shall never know a morning. 

And, my dear brethren, have you ever conceived 
what a lost soul will be P Have you ever tried to 
realize the fact— what a lost soul is ? Need I use 
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in reply the language of the eloquent Bobert Hall ? 
" What, my brethren — if it be lawful to indulge such 
a thought — what must be the funeral obsequies of • 
a lost soul? Where shall we find the tears fit to 
be wept at such a spectacle P Or could we realize 
the calamity in all its extent, what tokens of com- 
miseration and concern would be deemed equal 
to the occasion P Would it suffice for the sun to 
veil his light, and the moon her brightness — to 
cover the ocean with mourning, and the heavens 
with sackcloth ? or were the whole fabric of nature 
to become animated and vocal, would it be possible 
for her to utter a groan too deep, or a cry too 
piercing, to express the magnitude and extent of 
such a catastrophe ?" And yet let me add, "He 
who bled on Olivet — He who died on Calvary, 
has told us that souls may be, and are actually 
lost. 

And what a loss ! It is an eternal loss ; it is de- 
spair, that shall never be illumined by a sun \ it is 
silence, that shall never be broken by the tones of 
mercy ; a wretchedness that shall never be softened 
by an angel visit to proclaim mercy and redemption ; 
for companionship, the fire that is never quenched, 
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the worm that never dies; the eternal dwelling, 
where — 

" Hope withering flees, and Mercy sighs FarewelL" 

It is an irrecoverable loss. You may lose your 
property, and recover it ; your health, and recover 
it ; your children, like Job, and recover again chil- 
dren around you; even when men have lost their 
lives, Christ has recalled their lives and recovered 
them ; but never was it heard in the annals of eter- 
nity past, nor is it promised in the annals of eter- 
nity to come, that a lost soul should be received 
from hell to happiness, from misery to joy. Are 
you, then, such madmen, that for trash that may be 
grasped thus, you cast away those souls that 
have within them the germs of glory, the signa- 
tures of eternity, the certainty either of misery or 

joy? 

Oh, my fellow sinners, this is not romance, this 
is not a fable ; you stand trembling on the very 
brink of an eternity to come, and as sure as there 
is a God in heaven, if you persist in your rejection 
of the Gospel you are lost; .but if the greatest of 
sinners will "receive the truth in the love of it," 
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and walk in it and practise it, that cbiefest of sin- 
ners shall be everlastingly saved. 

Let me beseech yon, by the glories of heaven to 
" turn from your evil ways." The glories of hea- 
ven, indeed, we cannot describe. It is a spot, that 
man's eye hath not seen, that man's heart hath not 
conceived, that man's imagination hath not rea- 
lized. It is a sacred spot, where the past is un- 
signed for, and the present is perpetually sweet 
and sure. But man's imagination is exhausted in 
its strivings to pencil the magnificence of that land, 
which remains for the children of God. 

Let me, in the next place, implore you, by the 
shortness of time, to " turn from your evil ways " 
unto God. Even now the messenger may be on 
the wing, that shall lay the fair, the young, the 
blooming, beneath the green turf; even now the 
grass may have taken root that in another month 
shall wave upon your sepulchre; even now the 
worm may be preparing that is to feed upon 
your mortal remains. Ere the morning's sun, 
that fearful cry may echo in your heart, pro- 
lific of despair and of misery — "Thou fool, this 
night thy soul is required of thee/' Suppose, my 
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friends, what must come— suppose you were stretch- 
ed upon your last bed ; suppose that the countenance 
of the physician, who felt the pulse and watched 
the symptoms, gave but too obvious signs of your 
approaching death, and that those near and dear to 
you were gathered round your bed, and wringing 
your hand in solemn and final adieu, I ask you, as 
you shall answer at God's seat of judgment, can 
you say at this moment — My footing is on the Bock 
of ages, my foundation is Christ, my hope is scrip- 
tural and of heaven and happiness for ever ? Could 
you break forth into the triumphant strains — " O 
death, where is thy sting ? grave, where is thy 
victory ? I am persuaded, that neither death nor 
life shall be able to separate me from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus my Lord ?" Happy 
indeed are you if this be your state ! Most awful 
condition, if you are a stranger to it ! Which, my 
dear friends, is your case ? I would not let you go, 
until you have determined this. You surely do not 
draw a curtain between you and eternity; and 
fancy, because you say, " Peace, peace !" therefore 
there is peace. I implore you to consider, that just 
as the naked sword hung over the neck of Damocles 
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the flatterer, when he was enjoying the viandB of 
sense, menacing to descend upon him every mo- 
ment and to plunge, him in the grave, so does the 
sword of God's justice hang over the soul of every 
unrenewed man — every one who is unsanctified ac- 
cording to the estimate and in the Bight of Him, 
before whom the heavens are not clean and the 
angels are charged with folly. The language of 
Scripture is, " To-day, if ye will hear His voice " 
" now is the accepted time, now is the day of salva- 
tion." 

And let me assure you, that there is abundance 
of room in the Gospel for the chiefeBt of sinners. 
The language that was uttered when the company 
came to the feast, is still the language of our Lord — 
" And yet there is room." There is room ; for the 
declaration of the Saviour is, " Him that cometh to 
Me, I will in no wise cast out." There is room ; 
for the promise of God is, " Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." 
There is room ; for the invitation of God is, " Who- 
soever will, let him take of the water of life freely." 
There is room ; for the blood of Jesus has not lost 
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aught of its efficacy ; the waters of Abana and 
Pharpar and Jordan have evaporated, and the blood 
that Abel shed has dried from the earth; but though 
suns shall fade, and systems fail, and all creation 
pass away, the blood of Jesus still " cleanseth from 
all sin." There is room ; for Christ still stands at 
the right hand of God the Father, pleading and 
interceding on our behalf, praying for us, and sym- 
pathising with us. The day of grace still lasts ; and 
whilst the sun continues to shine and the earth to 
roll, whilst the stars hold their high festival around 
the midnight throne, whilst the chime of the ocean's 
waves is heard, whilst the lamp of life is burning* 
there is room for the chief of sinners. There is 
room in God's bosom; there is room in Christ's 
righteousness ; there is room in the Holy Spirits 
sanctifying power. There is room in heaven ; for 
there are many mansions, and He has " gone to pre- 
pare a place for us." There is room ; for methinks — 
nay, I know — the everlasting Father stands upon 
the circle of the heavens and cries, " Why will ye 
die, O house of Israel ? " There is room ; for the 
Lord Jesus Christ points to those handB that were 
pierced, and that brow that bled, and those wounds 
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that may yet be traced in Him ; and each of those 
dumb wounds has become possessed of a tongue 
that cries with thrilling eloquence, " Turn ye, turn 
ye, for why will ye die ? " The Holy Spirit expos- 
tulates, " Why will ye die ? " Angels shocked at 
man's folly, yet. sympathising with his misery, cry, 
" "Why will ye die ? " There is room for the young. 
Oh, my dear friends, dedicate the bud of existence to 
Jesus before it blossoms ; I implore you, consecrate 
the health, the strength, the happiness of youth to 
the service of the Lord Jesus. Do you think it will 
make you unhappy ? Not at all ; " happy is that 
man whose God is the Lord." No man can be 
happy, but a Christian ; and no man can be mise- 
ble, who is a Christian. There is room for the 
aged — the most aged. Even now, at the eleventh 
hour, " He is able to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever 
liveth to make intercession for us." 

I ask then, dear friends, what interest are you 
taking in these things? Are you, with Balaam, 
wishing to "die the death of the righteous," but 
unwilling to live the life of the righteous ? Or are 
you, with Agrippa, " almost persuaded to be Chris- 
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tians ; " although to be but " almost " saved, is to be 
altogether lost ? Or are you, with Esau, prepared 
to " sell your birthright for a mess of pottage ? " 
Or are you, with Felix, putting off the matter to 
" a more convenient season," which never comes ? 
Or are you, with Gallio, " caring for none of these 
things ?" Or are you, with Herod, "hearing the 
preacher gladly," but longing to silence his utter- 
ance and to exclude his testimony for God ? Oh, 
I hope that you are with none of these. I trust 
that you are taught by the Holy Spirit to say with 
Peter, " Lord, to whom can I go but unto Thee ? 
Thou hast the words of eternal life." I trust you 
are prepared to say with Thomas, " My, Lord, and 
my God ;" and in the language of the prophet, " Lo, 
this is our God, we have waited for Him." 

In conclusion, I implore you to remember, that 
the ark that is to bear you through all the storms 
and trials and tribulations of this world, is only 
one, the Lord Jesus Christ. And in the name of God, 
and as God's ambassador, I would stand at the door 
of that ark, and would invite all diseased and money- 
less and hungry and sin-smitten and consciously 
guilty souls to enter in. My friend, it will bear 
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you — not, like the ark of Noah, across the waves, 
to land you upon the mountains of Ararat to look 
forth upon a depopulated and desolated world — 
but across all the storms and billows of this scene 
of change and vicissitude, to land you, not amid 
barren hills and dismantled fields, but upon the 
everlasting hills of the heavenly Jerusalem. Cling, 
then, to that ark. Oh, enter without delay if thou 
wouldest be saved. Sest in that refuge. So shall 
neither life nor death " be able to separate you from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.' 1 




